specification 

A SLIDE PLATE FOR SKATEBOAia)S 



BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 
Field of Invention. 

This invention relates to skating devices and, in particular, to performance- 
enhancing devices used with or in conjunction with a skateboard. 

Description of Related Art. 

A skateboard generally consists of a deck, trucks, and wheels. The skateboard and 
the sport of skateboarding have evolved to allow skateboarders to perform acrobatics and 
other tricks. The art of skateboarding has evolved on the streets and in skateboard parks 
which contain ramps and rails that emulate or improve acrobatic devices originally used 
in the streets and other urban environments. Many of the acrobatic devices used included 
curbs, handrails and other edges or surfeces that fecilitated skateboarding maneuvers that 
require sliding or grinding the bottom of the skateboard across a rail, handrail, curb or 
other device with an appropriate edge or elevated surface. The slidmg and grinding 
maneuvers inherently damage the bottom surface of a deck that most often contains a 
picture or graphic design. The damage caused to the bottom surfece of the deck destroys 
the graphic design that is of personal valuable to the skateboarder as a symbol of status 
and personal preference. Additionally, the sliding and grmding maneuvers damage the 
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bottom surface of the deck so as to provide an inconsistent surface for subsequent sliding 
and grinding maneuvers. 

Devices have been developed to protect the bottom surface of the skateboard, but 
only the surface of the board betv^een the trucks of the skateboard and the ends of the 
board. These devices include protective metal plates (U.S. 3,990,713) and protective 
wedges that are mounted under the kick-tails of later developed boards (U.S. 4,140,326). 
These devices v^ere used to protect the bottom surface of the deck at the ends of the deck 
when the skateboarder performed maneuvers that required pivoting using the bottom rear 
and front edges of the deck. Additional devices have been attached to the bottom of the 
deck near the ends to act as frictional devices to facilitate braking or skidding (U.S. 
4,199,165, U.S. 5,492,352). Other devices have been used to protect the bottom edges of 
the skateboard. These devices consist of rails or bumpers attached to the bottom edges of 
the deck along the ends and sides of the deck (U.S. 5,132,883, U.S. 4,182,520). 

Other devices have been developed for use with modified skateboards or other 
skating devices. For example, skid pads of hard plastic have been employed to protect the 
bottom and facilitate sliding in a low profile skateboard design when riding over irregular 
terrain or surface debris (U.S. 5,267,743). 

None of these devices, however, address the characteristics required of a 
skateboard deck when performing sliding or grinding maneuvers using the bottom 
surface of the deck in a skateboard park or urban environment. They provide surfaces that 
are either inconsistent or obtrusive when performing modem skateboard tricks or 
maneuvers. Many modem sliding and grinding tricks or maneuvers require sliding or 
grinding across a surface with the bottom surface, between the two tmcks of a 
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skateboard, in contact with the surface. In many of these maneuvers, sliding or grinding 
is performed with the bottom of the deck perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
surface. The characteristics required have been addressed by providing a special "slick" 
surface on the bottom of the deck, however, a slick surface is not durable and many 
skateboarders prefer a sliding or grinding surface more Uke a standard deck. 

Therefore, what is needed is a skateboard having a deck with a durable, resilient 
bottom surface that maintains a consistent sliding or grinding surface, 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the present invention is to provide a durable, consistent sliding or 
grinding surface for the bottom surface of a skateboard deck. 

Another object of the invention is to protect the graphic design on the bottom 
surface of a skateboard deck from being damaged. 

Yet another object of the invention is to protect the integrity of the bottom surface 
of a skateboard deck. 

The present invention is a durable, resilient plastic plate attached to the bottom 
surface of skateboard deck to provide a consistent, unobtrusive sliding or grinding 
surface. The sliding or grinding characteristics can be varied by using plastic having 
different characteristics. The sliding or grinding surface consists of a plastic plate that is 
attached to the bottom surface of a skateboard deck. The plate can also be mounted to the 
deck between the deck and trucks of the skateboard using the truck mounts. The plastic 
plate has holes near each end to allow the truck mounting screws to pass through the plate 
so the trucks can be mounted to the deck through the plastic plate attached to the deck. 
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The holes can also be used to mount the plastic plate to the bottom surface of the 
skateboard deck. In which case, the plate is held firmly in position against the bottom 
surface of the deck when the trucks are mounted to the deck and can be easily replaced. 
In this manner the plate provides a consistent, resilient surface along the bottom of the 
skateboard deck, especially along the bottom surface of the deck between the trucks. 
Additionally, the integrity of the bottom surface of the deck and the graphic design on the 
bottom of the deck is protected, A plate constructed of clear or translucent plastic can be 
used to preserve the visibility of the graphic design on the bottom of the deck when the 
plastic plate is attached to the deck. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG, 1 is a bottom perspective view of a skateboard with a slide plate. 
FIG. 2 is a top view of a slide plate. 
FIG. 3 is a side view of a skateboard with a slide plate. 

DETAILED DESCRIFT[ON OF THE INVENTION 

FIG. 1 shows a basic skateboard with a slide plate 1 attached to the bottom 
surface of the skateboard deck 2. A basic skateboard has a deck 2 and a pair of trucks 4 
mounted to the bottom surface of the skateboard deck 2, Two wheels 3 are mounted to 
each truck. In the preferred embodiment of this invention, the slide plate 1 is mounted 
between the bottom surface of the deck 2 and the trucks 4. The slide plate is attached to 
the bottom surface of the deck 2 by pressure exerted on the slide plate 1 by the truck 
mounting bases 6 when mounted to the deck 2 by the truck mounting bolts 5, The sUde 
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plate 1 is held in position by the truck mounting bolts 5. With reference to FIG. 2, the 
mounting holes 7 of the slide plate 1 allow the truck mountings bolts 5 to pass through 
the slide plate 1 to facilitate the mounting of the slide plate 1 between the truck mounting 
bases 6 and the bottom surface of the deck 2. 

In the preferred embodiment the end portions of the slide plate 1 located under the 
truck mounting bases 6 are of an appropriate dimension so that the end portions of the 
slide plate 1 mount flush with the outside edges of the truck mounting bases 6. FIGS. 1 
and 3. Additionally, the width of the side plate 1 is equivalent to the width of the truck 
mounting bases 6 and of a length equivalent the distance between the outer margins of 
the truck mounting bases 6. FIG. 1. The exposed side edges 8 of the slide plate 1 between 
each of the truck mounting bases 6 can be beveled, shaped, or contoured to prevent the 
edge from biting during skateboard maneuvers. 

The slide plate 1, shown in FIG. 2, can be constructed from resilient plastic 
materials including acrylic, modified acrylic, nylon, polycarbonate, polyester, 
polyethylene, polypropylene, polystyrene, polyurethane, and polyvinyl chloride. In the 
preferred embodiment, the slide plate is constructed from polycarbonate. The thickness of 
the slide plate can be varied between about 0.10 and about 0.33 inches, but in the 
preferred embodiment the slide plate is of one thickness preferably between 0.16 and 
0.20 inches. 



5 



